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CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 


Minutes of Meeting 98-7 
Held 


Friday, October 30, 1998 at 3:00 p.m. in H-769 


Dr. N. Esmail (Chair); Dr. M.O. Ahmad; Ms. B. Berro; Dr. R. Bhat; 
Ms. C. Chan; Dr. B.C. Desai; Ms. L. El-Ayachi; Dr. T. Fancott; 

Dr. W. Ghaly; Dr. J.C. Giguére; Dr. G.J. Gouw; Dr. G. Grahne; 

Dr. F. Haghighat; Ms. L. Harris; Dr. J. F. Hayes; Dr. V.S. Hoa; 

Dr. J. Jans; Dr. K. Khorasani; Dr. H.F. Li; Dr. O. Moselhi; 

Dr. J. Opatrny; Ms. C. Paradisis (Secretary); Dr. E.I. Plotkin; 

Dr. A. S. Ramamurthy; Mr. B. Torab; Dr. C.W. Trueman; 

Ms. J. Zhou; Dr. R. Zmeureanu. 


Dr. J. Svoboda 


Dr. F. Khendek; Ms. P. Burnside; Mr. P. Regimbald; Ms. R. Quinn; 
Me B. Freeman 


Prof. M. Silas; Ms. E. Xenos 


Adoption of Agenda 
The agenda was unanimously adopted. (G.J. Gouw, O. Moselhi) 


Adoption of Minutes 


Dr. Moselhi pointed out that in the second paragraph of the discussion on 
Amendment 2, the word “program” should be replaced by the word 
“area”. 


In paragraph three of the discussion on Amendment 2, the words “program 
of the department” should be replace by the term “academic area in the 
department”. 


The results of the vote on Amendment 3, should read”: 
Vote: Amendment 3 defeated with 1 dissenter. 
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3. 


Dr. G. Grahne pointed out that he was present at the last meeting and his 
name should be included in the list of those present. 


The amended Minutes of Meeting 98-06 (September 25, 1998) were 
unanimously adopted. (F. Haghighat, A. Ramamurthy) 


Chair’s Remarks 


The Chair informed the Council of an exciting new initiative from the 
telecommunications industry. A group representing such companies as 
Teleglobe Canada, Bell, Ericsson and Vidéotron has approached the 
Faculty with a proposal that the Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering offer a Telecommunications option and Telecommunications 
certificates. The Chair informed the Council that this group possesses the 
financial resources as well as the equipment and the ideas to support such 
a project. 


Two meeting with this group have been held. December will be a busy 
month for ECE as a promise has been made to have the Telecommunicat- 
ions option in place for September 1999. This will make Concordia the 
first university in Québec to offer such an option. 


The Chair reminded the Council that many companies have been 
contacted by the Industrial Liaison Group. The Dean’s office is in the 
process of looking for an Industrial Liaison Officer who will assume the 
task of cultivating and finalizing substantial agreements with these 
companies. 


The Chair informed the Council that the Faculty must consider offering 
graduate certificates, which are in very high demand by industry. 
Arrangements can be made with industry to provide the te-training which 
they require. This process will be beneficial to the Faculty and to the 
professors. 


The Chair stated that the process has started to incorporate technology into 
40 classrooms on the fourth and fifth floor of the Hall Building. These 
classrooms will be equipped with Internet connections, overhead 
projectors connected to computers and other teaching aids. He explained 
to the Council that the Faculties of Commerce and Arts and Science are 
very interested in this and ready to incorporate modern technologies into 
their teaching. He expressed the desire that the Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science adopt and integrate the teaching technology tools in 
their classrooms. 


w 


Dr. Hayes stated that in his opinion there is not enough support staff 
(Computer Analysts) to help with the integration of computers in the 
classroom. 


The Chair stated that if there was enough demand for such support staff, 
the Faculty would look into it. He stated that the Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science should be in the forefront of the use of modern 
teaching technologies in the classroom at Concordia. 


CLOSED SESSION 
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END OF CLOSED SESSION 


Undergraduate Curriculum Changes 


Dr. Fancott stated that the proposed curricular changes have been 
extensively reviewed and the ECUSC recommends them to the Council 
for adoption. He proposed to present these changes by department. 


Dr. Fancott stated that the changes proposed by the School for Building 
for the renaming of options A and B have been withdrawn at the present 
time. 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
approve the proposed curriculum changes from the Department of 
Computer Science described in the ECFC Doc 98-7-1 and recommend 
them for implementation to the University Senate. 

(T. Fancott, G.J. Gouw) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
approve the proposed curriculum changes from the Department of 
Computer and Electrical Engineering described in the ECFC Doc 98-7-1 
and recommend them for implementation to the University Senate. 

(T. Fancott, C. Giguére) 


Dr. Giguére thanked all the professors from his department who worked 
on the proposed changes. He also thanked Drs. Atwood and Saksena of 
Computer Science for their contribution. 


He stated that discussions between the Departments of Computer Science 
and Electrical and Computer Engineering are on-going and the aim of 
these discussion is to establish as much commonality as possible in the 
packaging of material and course numbers to facilitate the movement of 
students between departments. 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Motion 
98-07-15 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
approve the proposed curriculum changes from the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering described in the ECFC Doc 98-7-1 and 
recommend them for implementation to the University Senate. 

(T. Fancott, V.S. Hoa) 


Dr. Hoa offered some background information. He informed the Council 
that the process of curriculum change began over two years ago. The goal 
was to overhaul the entire curriculum. This task was divided into two 
phases and the proposed curriculum changes represent the first phase. 


He also stated that the guiding philosophy behind the new curriculum was 
the emphasis on fundamental basic science, good design components and 
the addition of more computer courses. He thanked Dr. Fancott for his 
assistance. 


Discussion ensued. 


Dr. Fancott summarized the discussion by stating that the ECUSC 
considers the proposal as a very constructive start. He stated that the 
department is fully aware that more will have to be done and the 
committee is looking forward to an increased involvement in the 
curriculum development. 


Mr. Torab asked how credits would be awarded to the students who have 
taken the courses, which will be deleted, from the calendar in 1999. 


Dr. Gouw said that some courses would be removed from the program. 
He stated that it is important to incorporate these changes in the coming 
academic year so those students already in the program can benefit from 
the new courses. He stated that transition schemes will be implemented to 
cover the needs of all students and that attempts will be made to inform 
students as to the courses they should be taking. 


The Chair stated that these changes are a very positive move by the 
department. He recognizes that the difficult part is to find the credit slots 
to offer these courses. Changes in the second phase will be helped by the 
Industrial Curriculum Advisory Group which, will provided feedback 
from the industrial partners. The Chair believes that curriculum in 
Engineering will require continuous monitoring to adjust courses to 
industrial needs. 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Motion 
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Motion 
98-07-17 


Motion 
98-07-18 


Dr. Fancott introduced three minor adjustments for approval by the 
Council. They were: 


1. The addition of Accounting 220 to List B in the complimentary 
studies program. 


2: The deletion of some qualifiers and corresponding notes from 
Mechanical Engineering Section 71.2.20.5. 
3. In Engineering 410 the elimination of the note “NB” at the end of 


the final sentence. 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
adopted the proposed changes listed above and recommends them for 
implementation to the University Senate. (T. Fancott, C. Giguére) 


Graduate Curriculum Changes 


Dr. Bhat introduced the two curriculum changes. 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
adopt the proposed change in the Masters of /Magisteriate in Computer 
Science, Software Engineering (Option C) as outlined in document ECFC 
Doc 98-7-2 and recommend it to the School of Graduate Studies and 
Senate for approval and implementation. (R. Bhat, H.F. Li) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
approves that course ENGR 690 be offered as a slot course. 
(R. Bhat, O. Moselhi) 


Dr. Gouw pointed out that the above mentioned course has an Engineering 
number and title but that the description of the course is for Building and 
Civil Engineering. He wondered if it was not more appropriate to list this 
course with the Building or Civil Engineering numbers or to include 
Building and Civil Engineering in the title. 


Dr. Moselhi reminded the Council that this is a slot course and stated that 
the Curriculum Committee and the Department Council have had this 
discussion. The department is ready to offer the course as is. He 
cautioned that changing the title for this course might not be appropriate 
because many of the topics covered are engineering at large. 


Discussion ensued. 


Dr. Fancott stated that this was not the appropriate forum for this 
discussion and suggested that the discussion take place in the Graduate 
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Studies Committee. He further proposed to table this discussion to the 
next meeting of the Council. 


That the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science approve the 
tabling of Motion 98-07-18 to the next meeting of the Council. 

(T. Fancott, C. Giguére) 

Vote: Carried with 1 dissenter 


Revisions to Student Request Committee Procedures 


Dr. Jans and Me. Freeman made a presentation on ECFC Doc. 98-7-3, 
Revision to Student Request Committee Procedures. 


Discussion ensued. 


Drs. Giguére and Fancott expressed concern over the resource implication 
of the recommendations put forth. 


Dr. Giguére suggested that the Heads of Student Affairs offices be 
consulted before final recommendations are made. 


Dr. Jans invited members of the Council to forward their comments and 
suggestions to him by November 4". 


Approval of Faculty representative on the Academic Hearing Board 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
approve the reappointment of Dr. Ramachandran as faculty representative 
on the Academic Hearing Board. (T. Fancott, O. Moselhi) 

Vote: Carried unanimously 


Other Business 


The Secretary of Council informed the members that the Faculty Council 
meeting scheduled for November 20" would be cancelled because of 
Convocation. The next meeting of the Council will be held on 
December 4", 1998. 


Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m 


